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in the army prayed, and that the deliverance was felt
at the time to be an answer to their prayers ; what
remains but to accept their statement ? We, who are
Christians as well as they, can feel no hesitation on the
score that pagan writers attribute the occurrence to
another cause, to magic or to false gods. Surely we
may accept the evidence of the latter to -the fact,
without taking their hypothetical explanation of it.
And we may give our own explanation to it for our
own edification, in accordance with what we believe to
be divine truth, without being obliged to go on to use it
in argument for the conversion of unbelievers. It may
be a miracle, though not one of evidence, but of
confirmation, encouragement, mercy, for the sake of
Christians.

125. Nor does it concern us much to answer the ob-
jection that there is nothing strictly miraculous in such
an occurrence, because sudden thunder-clouds after
drought are not unfrequent; for in addition to other
answers which have been made to such a remark
in other parts of this Essay, I would answer, Grant
me such miracles ordinarily in the early Church, and
I will ask no other; grant that upon prayer benefits
are vouchsafed, deliverances are effected, unhoped-for

St. Theophilus, St. Clement, Origen, St. Cyprian, Arnobius,
and Lactantius, p. 277. W. Lowth, however, refers to a pas-
sage in St. Cyprian, ad Demetrian. Routh, t. i. p. 153. It
really seems unreasonable to demand that every Father should
write about everything.